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UM STUDENTS TAKING RECORD NUMBER OF CREDITS 
MISSOULA -
Students at The University of Montana are taking more credit hours this semester than 
ever before, and that’s good news for a number of reasons, President George Dennison said.
Although about 100 fewer students are attending UM this year compared to fall 2006, 
they are taking more classes. Full-time equivalents broke the 12,000 mark for the first time - 
registering at 12,049 to be exact, compared to 11,716 a year ago, an increase of 333.
An FTE represents 15 undergraduate or 12 graduate semester credits.
Dennison said the significant FTE increase provides good reason for optimism because 
UM officials have long been concerned about a decline in student credit loads.
“For some time, the credit load per student has been declining, with the result being 
that students took longer to graduate, which increases the cost of getting an education,” 
Dennison said. “The persistence to graduation has suffered because students have become 
discouraged that they were not making progress.”
In an effort to promote cost-savings and success toward graduation, University and 
student leaders have encouraged students to take advantage of the so-called “flat spot”-  the 
fact that it costs the same to take 21 credits as it does to take 12. Studies have shown that
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students who take heavier course loads have a greater chance of graduating.
“This means that students have heard what we have been saying and they are acting on 
their understanding,” Dennison said. “That is good news for them and for the University.”
Dennison noted that an increase of 33 FTEs at the upper division level this year further 
supports that the trend of the last few years is reversing. In addition, he is encouraged by the 
increase of 272 FTEs in resident enrollment.
Last fall, FTEs increased by only 20. Until this year, the single largest FTE increase 
during the previous decade came in 2002 with 196. In 1999, FTEs declined by 86.
“This year’s record FTE is what we will measure against in the future because of our 
efforts to assure student success,” Dennison said.
This fall marks the first time since the late 1980s that UM has seen a decline in student 
head count. A total of 13,858 students are attending Missoula campuses this fall, compared to 
13,961 in 2006, when UM posted its all-time record enrollment. Of this year’s number, 1,532 
are enrolled at the UM College of Technology.
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